
Californication	  to	  ram	  nation	  
FORT COLLINS, Co. – On Monday, Heather Martin, a recent transfer from San Diego State University, 

made her way onto CSU campus for her first official day. As she wandered aimlessly from building to 

building she thought to herself how different life was now. Though she appeared like a lost freshman with a 

campus map in hand, the real significance of the day was Fort Collins was a fresh start and new home. 

From the surface you wouldn’t be able to tell what this meant, but shortly after hearing her story, Colorado 

State seems like exactly where she belongs.  

 Heather spent almost her entire life in Colorado, but after graduating high school the only place 

she looked was west, to the surfer bros and beach life of San Diego. She had her eyes on a soccer 

scholarship, a spot in a top sorority, and maybe even some California arm candy along the way. She had 

heard the songs, seen the television shows, and imagined a perfect life. “I had a case of Californication,” 

she calls it. “I mean Katy Perry says it all, “California Girls, we’re undeniable”, “and being undeniable 

didn’t seem to shabby.” 

 After an unfortunate tear to her meniscus, Heather was forced to give up her dream of playing for 

the division one soccer team and fully embrace the Greek life as an Alpha Chi Omega. She hung up her 

cleats and was introduced to 150 new women who she would now call her “sisters”. It was very different 

and overwhelming, but her fear of change was not going to deter her future at SDSU. This is what college 

is all about, she thought, dressing up in themed clothes every night and winning the appraisal of her 

sorority and the fraternities. As sophomore year rolled around, Heather found herself falling behind in 

school, feeling constant pressure from the sorority and turning to short-term highs to feel happy. It was a 

visit home to Colorado in October that changed everything. While strolling through the vast fall trees along 

side her mother and favorite pooch, Heather realized that maybe she couldn’t hack it in San Diego. Not 

only that, but the only thing keeping her from Colorado was her ego. Was that really worth her happiness? 

 Fast-forward two years and a much different girl sits in front of you. Once obsessed with a 

California lifestyle, is now a student at CSU and has never been happier. After moving in with her best 

friend of 14 years, she spent the summer falling in love with Fort Collins and all the things it has to offer. 

So was Katy Perry right? We asked her. “HA, not so much,” Heather laughs. “I guess not everyone can be 

a California girl”. Though she wishes she could rock her short-shorts and Rainbows till January she has 

never been more ready and excited to take on a new school and life as a Colorado State ram.  


